Avery Willis Prayer Letter
June 2010

Dear

Thank you for praying.  Praise the Lord, the six wounds in my neck are healed and the infectious disease doctors have released me. My leukemia is still in remission but the oncologist wants to continue the chemo treatments for a couple of years to keep it that way. She will adapt the treatment depending on response. I don’t believe I will be on it for two years. The doctor said that I should begin to gather strength as my body recovers from the siege it has been under for five months. Thanks for your prayers. It looks like it will be a long haul. Pray that I will gain strength and be able to accomplish more during these critical days for the Great Commission. You can check daily updates on www.caringbridge.org/averywillis for health and ministry.

Avery                        

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR JUNE

“Restore us, O God Almighty; make your face shine upon us, 

that we may be saved.” Psa. 80 :3,6,19

1. Pray for our grandson, Matt, and his family who will be in the States June 2-27 as they seek new visas.   changed the provisions of the tourist visas they were on to force them to stay out of the country two months before entering again. They will be working on getting a business visa.

2. Pray for a proposal Rick Brekelbaum is working on for Pinnacle Hills Church to use Bible Storying in their small groups.

3. Pray for Avery to be able to raise the money to provide for someone who can take his place when travel is required.

4. Pray for the publishing of a new book for the Lausanne meeting Oct. 17-25, Orality Breakouts: Using Heart Language to Transform Hearts.  Many of us have contributed to this new book that tells all the ways orality is being used around the world. Pray for Samuel Chiang, managing editor, as he pulls it all together.  Pray for the other Lausanne components of papers, global conversations, and preparation for this once-in-a-generation meeting.

5. Pray for the Trans World Radio Board Meeting, June 6-8, in Cary, NC. Avery will not be able to attend in person but perhaps by Skype.

6. Pray for the Southern Baptist Convention and Pastor’s Conference, July 13-16 in Orlando FL. Pray for messengers to be sensitive to the Spirit on a number of key issues. Pray for Avery to be able to make it physically to the meeting and through the meetings. The doctor has agreed to delay the chemo treatments so he can attend.

7. Pray for passage of the Great Commission Resurgence recommendations on Tuesday, July 15, at the SBC and for the choice of a SBC president who will continue to lead in this direction.

8. Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board meeting in Orlando, morning of June 17.

9. Pray for Table 71 meeting, July 17-18, in Orlando FL at the Wycliffe headquarters.

10. Pray for the first meeting of the newly formed International Orality Network Advisory Council meeting in Orlando, July 18.

11. Pray for the preparations and registrations for DNA-21 at Glen Eyrie, CO, Navigators headquarters August 25-27. Register at www.dna-21.org. And for the ION Annual Conference, at Winshape in Rome, GA Sept. 20-23. Register at www.internationaloralitynetwork.org 

PRAYER ANSWERS FOR MAY 

“Look to the Lord and His strength; seek his face always.” Psalm 105:4

1. REQUEST: Pray about Avery’s next chemo treatments. They are scheduled for the first week in May but because his blood counts are low they may be postponed a week. 

ANSWER: The treatments were postponed a week but went well with minimum side effects. Pray for the blood counts to go back up.

2. REQUEST: Pray for the release and response to the Great Commission Resurgence Task Force Report, May 3. Many in the bureaucracy are resisting it but grassroots seem to be embracing it.  It will be voted on the SBC in June.

ANSWER: The final report was received better than the preliminary one because of some of the changes the task force made and personal contacts with those who had problems with the first release. It is still controversial and needs much prayer. We believe this is the best chance the SBC has had in many years to make needed changes to fulfill the Great Commission.
3. REQUEST: Pray for a radio interview, May 4 on KSIV AM St. Louis. A recording of the interview can be seen on the Internet by the end of next week on www.haroldhendrick.com.

ANSWER:  The interview went well as did another unscheduled one on Learning to Soar, May 25.
4. REQUEST: Pray for a meeting, May 6, with Mike Duke, President and CEO of Walmart, and his home group that has just finished studying Learning to Soar.

ANSWER: We had a great time with the group and they were enthusiastic about putting into practice what they had learned.
5. REQUEST: Pray for a meeting, May 7, with Bert VanderMark, President of Studio Montage, who is coming from St. Louis to talk to Avery about how images and art relate to orality in today’s world and how we can use them together better.  He is very excited to see how art can enhance oral communication.

ANSWER:  We had an excellent meeting about a key component of communication with oral learners-visual images. Bert will do a seminar at the next ION meeting and explore the possibility of forming a Visual Arts Task Force. We are also exploring whether his art can be used for each of the 52 stories in Story Thru The Bible.
6. REQUEST: Pray for Tokyo 2010 conference, May 10-14, where mission agencies from the third world will discuss world evangelization.  It is the 100th anniversary of Edinburgh 1910, the first global missionary conference. Since Avery is not able to go, pray for Samuel Chiang, Paul Eshleman and others leading the orality presentations.

ANSWER:  The Tokyo 2010 conference was a success with 1500 representatives from so-called “third world countries” who send missionaries. Orality, presented by Samuel Chiang and a team, met wide acceptance.
7. REQUEST: Pray for the orality training Samuel Chiang is doing in Dubai with Finishing the Task that is a follow up to the Middle East Call2all. May 17-21. 

ANSWER: Over 100 people came to the Finishing the Task conference and had an enthusiastic response to orality and presenting the gospel to oral learners.  Other meetings in other countries by Samuel were very encouraging.
8. REQUEST: Pray for the 10th anniversary of the Global Day of Prayer in South Africa with Call2All and special orality training, May 25-29. Avery is missing the second consecutive big event that he has looked forward to for over a year but pray that Samuel Chiang and others will be empowered and find a receptive audience.

ANSWER: The GDOP program went very well ending with 220 countries involved in the Global Day of Prayer on Pentecost Sunday. The Call2All and orality emphases were not given as much attention as we anticipated and were not well attended.

9. REQUEST: Pray for our return to MD Anderson for evaluation, May 27.

ANSWER: Dr. O’Brien said that Avery was doing well. She wants to continue the regimen of dacogen (chemo-lite) treatment for the next two years to keep the Leukemia in remission but with an open mind to make any changes depending on how well he is doing.
10. REQUEST: Pray for the production of the Truth That Sticks DVD for release in August.  You can read excerpts and quotes from the book on Facebook/Truthsticks.

ANSWER: The developmental process is still going on, Mark Snowden has written the script but the shooting has not been scheduled yet. This is a key component in the series of resources we are making available to the churches to help them use Bible Storying to make disciples.
Avery Willis

Executive Director

International Orality Network

36 Reading Lane

Bella Vista AR 72714

1 479 876 1447

1 479 659 4138

averywillis@me.com
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Make your reservation for ION 2010 at www.internationaloralitynetwork.com
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