Avery Willis Prayer Letter

February 2010

Dear

I like change but not so drastically or as quickly as going by ambulance to the hospital Jan. 10 and not going back home since.  I was diagnosed with acute leukemia (AML).  As a result here are the general changes we are going through:

• I am undergoing treatment at M. D. Anderson Hospital in Houston for the foreseeable future.  We hope to be able to return home by the end of the month and only make occasional trips to Houston after that.

• I have cancelled all travel for the immediate future. I will be involved in most of the prayer requests below through electronic media.
• We are dependant on your intercession to God for remission, which happens about 40% of the time with the treatments I’m on.  We are depending on God, not percentages. You can keep up with the progress in graduated amounts: Twitter, Facebook and www.caringbridge.org for averywillis.
Before I give you God’s remarkable answers and requests for the month I will answer a question several have asked.  The question is, “How are you dealing with all this?” Some add, “…especially with 2010 being the year you think will be pivotal in launching a discipleship revolution, participating in historic missions advances and powerful prayer movements.”
When something like this happens everyone asks the question, “Why me? Why now?” especially if they feel that they are being used more than ever. Some ask it selfishly feeling they don’t deserve the illness, but I ask it in relationship to the Lord and what He has in mind. I believe none of this is a surprise to God.  I told Him when we went as missionaries 46 years ago that if I were worth more to Him and the Kingdom dead than alive, then I was ready to go any time.  Of course, I was thinking about something like martyrdom instead of leukemia but my commitment still stands.  So, here are some of my possible answers to “Why me? Why now?”

• God has given me a much larger platform to speak to His causes that He has laid on my heart and people are paying more attention.

• God is giving room for other leaders in the movements in which I am involved to lead and grow. It also is preparing my successors for their future service.

• God is calling out new people to get involved in making disciples of all nations and reaching the four billion oral learners.

• God is teaching many more people how to pray.

• God has been pushing me the last few years to use more electronic means to communicate and this gives me a chance to develop the skills for a much larger audience.

•God has much more to teach me about “the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death.” (Phil. 3:10)

• God will use all this to change lives, churches, and peoples and help bring about a new resurgence of the Great Commission.
It is wonderful to see that the advance of God’s Kingdom is not missing a beat with my going through this experience.  I am ready to stay or go and the decision is His. (Phil. 1:21-26)
Avery 
PRAYER REQUESTS FOR FEBRUARY

“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful 
and effective.” (James 5:16)
1. Pray for remission of Avery’s acute leukemia (AML). We hope to start the next round of treatments, Feb. 11-15.
2. Pray for the International Orality Network Executive Board meeting in Orlando, Feb. 2-3.  Avery will attend by video. Pray for:

a. Avery’s opening comments and prayer, Feb. 2, 8:00 EDT.

b. Samuel Chiang, Global Coordinator, as he leads the meeting.

c. The recommendations of the Strategy and Structure committee chaired by Rick Brekelbaum, Executive Associate. We are recommending how individuals and organizations become members of ION, participate and have governance.
3. Pray for the OneStory Advisory Board meeting Feb. 4 in Orlando. 7:30 AM-9:30 AM.
4. Pray for the Table 71 Meeting in Orlando. Feb. 4-5.

5. Pray for a special Immersion 1 disciple-making seminar at Real Life Ministries Church, Post Falls, ID for 36 SBC State Baptist Executives/staffs plus others. Feb. 8-9.
6. Pray for Avery as he speaks on the nationwide Pinnacle Forum to Executives of Fortune 500 companies about the first section of Learning to Soar for the. Feb. 10, at 8:30 AM (CDT)
7. Pray for positive results of the bone marrow biopsy Avery has Feb. 10.
8. Pray for Avery as he speaks on the second section of Learning to Soar on nationwide the Pinnacle Forum to Executives of Fortune 500 companies. Feb. 17, at 8:30 AM (CDT)
9. Pray for Avery as he speaks on the nationwide Pinnacle Teleforum about the third and fourth sections of Learning to Soar to Executives of Fortune 500 companies. Feb. 24 and March 3 at 8:30 AM (CDT)
10. Pray Avery will be healthy enough to attend a special event titled "Avery T. Willis: Tribute to a Vision" at Oklahoma Baptist University March 4.  If you would like to know more or to attend see http://www.okbu.edu/news/2010-01-20/avery-willis-to-be-honored-at-march-4-event. Jerry Rankin and Tom Elliff will be speaking at the banquet.
11. Pray for the preparations for the DNA 21 Launch of a discipleship revolution at New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary in New Orleans with video feeds and facilitators in Orlando FL, Atlanta GA, Birmingham AL, Jackson MS, Alexandria LA and Little Rock AR.  See brief videos describing DNA 21 on www.learningtosoar.org under FAQ.
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PRAYER ANSWERS FOR JANUARY

“I am in pain and distress; may your salvation, O God, 
protect me.  I will praiseGod’s name in song and 
glorify him with thanksgiving.” (Psa. 69:29-30)
1. REQUEST: Pray for someone to volunteer to construct the DNA-21 website to launch the DNA21 Discipleship Revolution and for a new Webmaster for our website www.averywillis.org.  Josh Smitherman has served faithfully for five years but changing jobs, adding children and going back to school is limiting what he can do for us.

ANSWER: 

• God moved on Gary Myers and the public relations of NOBTS to do the brochure and James Thompson of plainprogram.com who works with them to and the communications team of NOBTS to develop the DNA 21 website

• Continue to pray for someone to update and manage the www.Averywillis.org website.
2. REQUEST: Pray for Avery’s health.  

ANSWER: We finally got an accurate diagnosis of my problems and AML is treatable in many cases.  Get the daily updates by going to www.caringbridge.org and entering averywillis.
3. REQUEST: Pray for the Call2All Next Generation Congress in New Zealand, Jan. 19-22. Pray for Samuel Chiang, ION Global Coordinator, as he secures others who will have to fill in for Avery. This Call2All differs from the normal Call2All Congresses that are for key leaders and focuses on recruiting 18-29 year olds as the next generation of missionaries to unreached people groups.  They are expecting over 1000 participants.  

ANSWER: Although we had to cancel our trip, I was told that the ION team did a terrific job of presenting orality to Call2All through storying, music, drama etc.  Samuel Chiang worked with Wycliffe to maximize the Word of God tent featuring OneStory worker, Elizabeth Wilson and the Sons of Korah band.

4. REQUEST: Pray for God to speak to individuals and churches that are studying, Learning to Soar: How to Grow Through Transitions and Trials. Our pastor will preach eight weeks on Scripture themes in the book beginning January 24 and small groups will discuss the book and learn to tell the Bible stories about Israel from Egypt to the Promised Land.  We plan to follow this by beginning home groups in geographical zones in Bella Vista that will tell Bible stories. See Training on www.learningtosoar.org.

ANSWER: Bella Vista Baptist Church reported that the first week was a success with over 200 adults in the small groups and there was “palatable excitement”. Even the pastor was amazed what a difference it makes when one has to tell the Bible story in his or her own words.

5. REQUEST: Pray for the Dallas Pre-Lausanne Congress, Jan. 25-27 for those going to Cape Town 2010.
ANSWER: Reports were good from the Pre-Lausanne Congress that helped move the US participants toward the event in October and helped leaders know what they can expect.

6. REQUEST: Pray for the ION Task Force recommendations and a new structure for ION for the next three years to meet the growing needs all over the world, February 2-3.

ANSWER: I am excited about finally getting a firmer foundation for ION that positions us for the next five years.

Prayer Requests from Urgent Prayer Letter

Jan. 6

"Since my youth, O God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds. Even when I am old and gray, do not forsake me, O God, til I declare your power to the next generation, your might to all who are to come." (Psa. 71:17-18)
1. REQUEST: Pray that M. D, Anderson Clinic will accept me as their patient and I will be able to get the best doctor.
ANSWER: God got me in to the best doctor for this type of cancer, Dr. Susan O’Brien at M. D. Anderson, in less than a week using Dr. Bob Agee, former Oklahoma Baptist University president.
2. REQUEST: Pray for them to discover the real health problem and wisdom for the best treatment.

ANSWER: They have determined I have acute leukemia (AML) and have done the first round of the Dacogen (decitabine) treatment.
3. REQUEST: Pray that God will heal me and give me many more years of service if that is His will.

ANSWER: We are waiting on this answer so check back in a few years.
4. REQUEST: Pray for the International Orality Network and for my successor there and for the many other causes I am involved with.
ANSWER: We were already putting the organization in place for the future growth of ION.  For now, Samuel Chiang, ION Global Coordinator, is acting Executive Director during my sickness, Rick Brekelbaum is leading in the day-by-day operations and others are all doing their jobs.  They asked that I wait a few months to see how I do before we make any decisions about a successor.

5. REQUEST: Pray for maximum service in the time available.  When some of you have remarked about how much I go, I have said, “As long as the Lord gives me the strength and opportunities I will seek to fulfill the Great Commission.”  That is still true and I am totally dependant on Him to provide strength and health.

ANSWER: God is giving me several hours a day to do the important things and is helping me keep up enough to not slow anything down.
6. REQUEST: Pray for family and friends who are ministering to me.  Our daughter, Krista and family returned to Indonesia this morning.

ANSWER: God has so graciously brought all kinds of people to care for me.  

• Krista’s plane had not left the States yet so she sent her family on and came to Houston to help us for two weeks.

• Sherrie, our other daughter, came for several days.

• Kristine and Paul Hamilton, Sherrie’s daughter, moved to Houston this month and are seven minutes away.

• Michael Kastner brought us by private jet to to M. D. Anderson (and we needed it). He’ll also take us home when we are able to return.

• Long time friends, Matt and Betty Bristol, who are here for her cancer treatment helped us get a neat apartment, food etc.

• Two churches in Houston provided us with recliners for the apartment.
A visit to church this morning convinced me that I am sick and that a battle is raging in my body between the attaching leukemia and the chemotherapy treatments.  I learned that need to keep the battlefield horizontal most of the time to give the good guys a chance. Hold up Moses’ hands in intercession.
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His Story,

Avery Willis

Executive Director

International Orality Network 

36 Reading Lane

Bella Vista AR 72714

1 479 876 1447

1 479 659 4138
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For more information on the book, free downloads and resources go to www.learningtosoar.org

