Avery Willis Prayer Letter
April 2009


Dear 

How can we thank you enough for interceding for us?  This month has been overflowing with God’s blessings and answers to prayer.  God is going before us and following us with blessings.  He is giving unprecedented favor and openness for the initiatives that He has led us to undertake.  We will be sharing these advances, as they become reality over the months ahead.  Keep praying for us to follow His leading at every step.

Avery and Shirley                                                

“Call to me…” (Jer. 33:3)

PRAYER REQUESTS FOR APRIL
1. Pray for Avery in April as he begins work on writing three books, prepares to record 52 stories of a panorama of the Bible from Creation to Christ and make a DVD to train people how to make disciples using Bible stories. The deadline for these projects is six months in addition to all the other things he is involved in.  Pray for NavPress as they set the timelines for this whole enterprise of resources.

a. Pray for Bill Krause and Jim Putman and Avery as they write two books on how a church becomes a disciple making church.  Jim is writing the book for pastors and all three are writing an interactive book to train small group leaders how to make disciples in small groups using Bible stories. 

b. Pray for a co-author to write the book Truth That Sticks with Avery that introduces oral methods of communications to the US.  He needs a co-author to meet the deadlines.
2. Pray for many partnerships with other organizations related to this enterprise so that we can reach and teach the widest audiences in the US and around the world.  This takes a lot of time and unity. We’ll give more details as they develop.

3. Pray for the Great Commission Partners who are working on a plan to accelerate the funding of the Great Commission.

4. Pray for representatives from every nation as they make plans to attend Call2All, Hong Kong.  So far about 120 nations are planning to send representatives.

5. Pray for our grandchildren who are making decisions and doing things that could affect their lives and thousands of others.

a. Pray for Kara Willis (Randy and Denyce’s daughter) who is considering becoming a “Hands On” semester missionary in Africa for a semester.
b. Pray for Matt (Randy and Denyce’s son) and Allison who are expecting their second child before going overseas.
c. Pray for Stephanie Brown (Sherrie and Steve’s daughter) as she completes her writing of the eagle parable book, Why Me? Why Now? Growing Through Transitions and Trials with Avery this month.  Pray also for the right illustrator for this eagle parable version of the eagle’s story of Duet. 32:11-12 for adults (that will also be enjoyed by children).

6. Pray for Shirley’s shoulder surgery, April 20.  They won’t know if it is a rotator cuff or bone spurs problem until the surgery.

7. Pray for the globalization and expansion of the International Orality Network.  Pray for representatives from around the world who will meet at Call2All, June 5, in Hong Kong and at Lausanne, June 9-11 in Seoul Korea to make plans.

8. Pray for a US Director of the International Orality Network. ION is growing so fast that we need someone to lead the US in the development of oral-visual communication.

9. Pray for the final edits and printing of Lead Like Jesus in Indonesia in time for Avery to teach it to 400 students and alumni of the Indonesian Baptist Seminary in May.

10. Pray for revival among the churches and spiritual awakening in our nation as we experience financial hardships in the months to come.

“…and I will answer you 

and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.' (Jer. 33:3)

PRAYER ANSWERS FOR MARCH

1. REQUEST: Pray for us as we pray with a friend who is considering working with ION.  We will have a day of prayer together, March 7

ANSWER: We had a great time of prayer and our friends are seeking God’s will during these hard financial times.  He will have to raise his funds to work full time with ION. We are also talking with others who might help us.
2. REQUEST: Pray that Avery and four others, Paul Eshleman (Finishing the Task/Campus Crusade), Morgan Jackson (Faith Comes By Hearing), Paul Saber (COO, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association), and Samuel Chiang (ION) as they seek God’s strategy for completing the Great Commission for the funding group. Los Angeles, CA. March 13.

.ANSWER: The strategy meeting went well on draft #13!!!  We will continue to refine it for the next steps.  I met a couple of hours with Rick Warren to lay out the strategy for using Learning To Soar to introduce discipleship and Bible storytelling to the larger US audience.  He enthusiastically endorsed it and will write the Forward for the book.  Henry Blackaby is writing the Preface.  I will share the exciting possibilities Rick outlined for his use of the strategy as it is implemented.  Just say, I left praising the Lord for an Eph.3:20 response!

3. REQUEST: Pray for Avery, Jim Putman and Bill Krause March 15-20 as they talk with NavPress about their publishing two discipleship books that highlight Bible Storying plus using the time together to write.  Pray for Avery and the NavPress marketing group that will meet on promotion of Learning to Soar. Colorado Springs CO.
ANSWER: This was a fantastic week!  NavPress enthusiastically embraced both books.  We met with the staff most of the week to define the books and map out a strategy to help and equip churches to make disciples as Christ’s first priority.  NavPress accepted eight proposals we made to provide the resources for the churches, families and individuals. 
4. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and other leaders and the translators presenting the strategic themes of the Call2All Congress in Curitiba, Brazil, March 23-27. Pray that the participants will make commitments on the seven themes to complete the Great Commission.
ANSWER: The Call2All for Brazil was a resounding success and the translators were excellent. Over 350 leaders met in the First Baptist Church of Curitiba, Brazil during the day and the total swelled to 1500 during the evening events. Commitments were made to start  24/7 houses of prayer in 61 locations, engage 286 Unengaged Unreached People Groups, send 729 oral Bible teams of two for two years to Bibleless peoples, start 1382 churches and witness to 13,859,190 people by 2020
5. REQUEST: Pray for Avery and Shirley to be refreshed and renewed during a two-week cruise starting in Buenos Aires, Argentina on March 28 and going around the end of South America to Santiago, Chile. Avery promised Shirley to take her on a cruise five years ago when he “retired” from the IMB!
ANSWER:  We’ll answer this next month after the cruise is over!
Gazing on God's Glory and Telling His story,

Avery and Shirley Willis
Home Phone: 1 479 876 1447
Business Phone: 1 479 366 1692
Website: www.averywillis.org
Email: avery@averywillis.org or stacy@averywillis.org
